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Why Jews Are Suspicious of Christianity:
A Historical and Emotional Context

Despite modern support by many Christians for the State of Israel and interfaith dialogue, deep
historical wounds remain that inform Jewish wariness toward Christianity. This hesitancy is rooted
not only in historical memory, but in centuries of persecution, distortion, and theological abuse:
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1. Historical Persecution in the Name of Christ:

e From Constantine's Edict of Milan (313 CE) onward, Christianity gained political
power, and with that came persecution of Jews. Source: Edict of Milan — Wikipedia

e Church councils and edicts (e.g., the Fourth Lateran Council of 1215) forced Jews into
ghettos and required them to wear identifying clothing. Source: Medieval Antisemitism —
The Holocaust Explained

e The First Crusade (1096) massacred entire Jewish communities in the Rhineland. Source:
Rhineland Massacres — Wikipedia

e The Spanish Inquisition (1478-1834) and expulsion of Jews from Spain (1492) targeted
conversos suspected of secret Jewish practice. Source: Spanish Inquisition — Britannica

e The Mexican Inquisition (1571-1820), an extension of the Spanish Inquisition,
persecuted descendants of conversos, especially Crypto-Jews in New Spain (modern-day
Mexico), with imprisonment, torture, and execution for secret Jewish observance. Source:
Mexican Inquisition — Wikipedia

e Pogroms in Eastern Europe and antisemitic preaching falsely accused Jews of deicide
based on misinterpretations of Matthew 27:25, which records the crowd’s declaration, “His
blood is on us and on our children!”—a verse tragically misused through history to justify
collective blame and persecution. Scholars and theologians now widely recognize the
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dangers of interpreting this passage without historical and textual context, acknowledging
that such readings contradict both Jewish ethics and the message of reconciliation central
to the teachings of Yeshua (Jesus). Source: Jewish Deicide — Wikipedia

Scriptural Counterpoint: “Do not hate a fellow Israelite in your heart... Rebuke your
neighbor frankly so you will not share in their guilt.” —Leviticus 19:17

Source: Robert Chazan, European Jewry and the First Crusade (University of California
Press, 1987); Seymour B. Liebman, The Inquisitors and the Jews in the New World
(University of Miami Press, 1970)

2. Theological Rejection and Supersessionism:

Supersessionism taught that the Church replaced Israel in God's covenant, negating
Jewish chosenness. Source: Supersessionism — Wikipedia

Church Fathers such as Justin Martyr and Augustine promoted this ideology, weakening
respect for Jewish observance. Source: Justin Martyr — Wikipedia

Jewish rituals were condemned as “legalism,” and Torah was framed as obsolete.
Source: Augustine and Antisemitism — Ad Fontes Journal -
https://adfontesjournal.com/commonwealth/augustine-and-antisemitism/

Scriptural Counterpoint: “/ have not come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.” —Matthew 5:17

Source: R. Kendall Soulen, The God of Israel and Christian Theology (Fortress Press,
1996)

3. Mistrust of Missionizing and Coercion:

a. Medieval Forced Baptisms and Their Impact on Jewish Identity

During the Middle Ages, Jews were often subjected to forced baptisms, which had
profound effects on their communal and individual identities. For instance, in 612 CE,
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King Sisebut of Spain ordered Jews to convert to Christianity or face expulsion. Such
coercive measures led to a loss of Jewish identity and community cohesion. CERCThe
New Yorker

e Source: The Church and the Jews in the Middle AgesCERC

Additionally, during the Crusades, there were instances where Jews were forced to
convert under threat of violence. These events further reinforced the association between
Christianity and the erosion of Jewish identity.

¢ Source: Early Medieval Christian Identity and Anti-JudaismWiley Online Library

b. Post-Holocaust Proselytizing and Jewish Perceptions

In the aftermath of the Holocaust, some Christian groups engaged in proselytizing efforts
directed at Jewish survivors. This was often perceived by the Jewish community as an
attempt to erase their identity and experiences. The trauma of the Holocaust made such
efforts particularly sensitive and controversial.

¢ Source: Betrayal or Salvation? Religious Conversion During the Holocaust
Loyola Marymount University Newsroom

Furthermore, discussions around the dangers of forced conversion during this period
highlight the deep-seated concerns within the Jewish community regarding the
preservation of their identity.

e Source: On the Danger of Forced ConversionUSHMM Perspectives

c. Contemporary Views on Evangelism and Jewish Identity
Today, many Jews view Christian evangelism with suspicion, often interpreting it as an
attempt to undermine or replace Jewish identity. This perspective is rooted in historical

experiences of forced conversions and proselytizing efforts.

e Source: Jewish Evangelism In Light Of A Negative HistoryChosen People

Some Christian organizations have acknowledged this historical context and advocate for a
more respectful approach to interfaith dialogue. For example, the Lausanne Movement
emphasizes the importance of understanding and sensitivity when engaging with Jewish
communities.Lausanne Movement+1Lausanne Movement+1

o Source: Jewish Evangelism: A Call to the ChurchLausanne Movement+1Lausanne
Movement+1
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Scriptural Counterpoint: “Each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.
Therefore, let us stop passing judgment on one another.” —Romans 14:12—-13

Source: David Berger, Jews and “Jewish Christianity” (The Jewish-Christian Encounter
in Contemporary America, 1991)

4. Misuse of Scripture and Blood Libel:

False accusations like the story at Inmestar below were used to justify violence, reinforcing
a culture of suspicion.
These stories often led to state-sanctioned mob attacks, expulsions, and death.

Summary of the Event:

Location: Inmestar (a town in Roman Syria, possibly near modern-day Aleppo).
Timeframe: Likely in the early Sth century CE.

Event: During a Christian celebration or festival—possibly Purim or another time of
carnival-like festivities—Ilocal Christians staged a mock reenactment of Jewish religious
rites.

Escalation: The mocking turned violent, and a number of Jews were killed during the
event. Some sources suggest the violence was premeditated, others describe it as
spontaneous.

Key Sources:

The event is mentioned by Sozomen, a 5th-century church historian, in his Ecclesiastical
History (Book 5, Chapter 22).

Sozomen reports that Emperor Theodosius Il was outraged by the massacre and
punished the Christian perpetrators, ordering the bishop responsible to rebuild the
synagogue that was destroyed and to discipline the offending clergy.

Significance:

Anti-Jewish Sentiment: The massacre reflects growing Christian hostility toward Jews
in the post-Constantinian era, when Christianity had become aligned with imperial
power.

Church-State Dynamics: The emperor’s intervention reveals the early Byzantine
struggle to maintain civic order and religious boundaries while consolidating Christianity
as the dominant religion.
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o Theological Tensions: The incident underscores how mockery of Jewish practices—
often encouraged by theological supersessionism—could inflame real-world violence.

Scriptural Counterpoint: “You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.” —
Exodus 20:16

Source: Gavin 1. Langmuir, Toward a Definition of Antisemitism (University of California
Press, 1990)

Scholarly Reference:
o For further study, see: Robert L. Wilken, John Chrysostom and the Jews: Rhetoric and

Reality in the Late 4th Century and other works on Christian-Jewish relations in late
antiquity.

5. Authentic Restoration Requires Honesty:

o Healing historical divides requires truth-telling, mutual repentance, and a return to shared
spiritual roots.

e Reconciliation means welcoming Jewish voices into theological conversation without
agenda.
Scriptural Counterpoint: “Speak the truth in love.”

shall you pursue.” —Deuteronomy 16:20

—Ephesians 4:15 “Justice, justice

Source: Mark S. Kinzer, Postmissionary Messianic Judaism: Redefining Christian
Engagement with the Jewish People (Brazos Press, 2005)

Scriptural Reflection:

o “They will beat their swords into plowshares... neither shall they learn war anymore.”
Isaiah 2:4
o “You shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the soul of the stranger.” —Exodus 23:9
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Reflection: Let truth, context, and historical responsibility guide our remembrance. May our
voices rise against falsehood, and may memory serve peace, not propaganda. May we return to
the spirit of the early believers, rooted in shared covenant, mutual respect, and a love that
restores rather than divides.

The divide between Jews and Christians is not rooted in one issue, but in both:

1. Theological Disagreement over Jesus,
2. Historical Trauma due to centuries of Christian antisemitism.

Let’s briefly unpack both dimensions:
1. Theological Differences: Who is Jesus?
The central point of theological divergence is, indeed, Jesus:

o Christians believe Jesus (Yeshua) is the promised Messiah, divine in nature, the Son of
God, who came once to redeem and will come again.

o Jews, even observant Messianic types, do not believe that Jesus fulfilled the Messianic
prophecies laid out in the Hebrew Scriptures (Tanakh), particularly those that involve
universal peace, the rebuilding of the Temple, and the ingathering of all Jews to Israel.

e Additionally, Judaism does not ascribe divinity to human beings, which makes the
Christian claim of Jesus as divine problematic from a Jewish perspective.

For many Jews, the rejection of Jesus as Messiah is not out of stubbornness or blindness, as
historically accused, but out of a deep commitment to the integrity of Torah and the
prophetic vision as they understand it.

2. Historical Wounds: A Long Shadow

This theological difference could have existed peacefully—but it didn’t. Instead, it led to
centuries of systemic persecution:
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o Forced conversions, expulsions, inquisitions (Spain, Portugal, Mexico), and false
accusations (like blood libel).

o Christians preached the idea that Jews were “Christ-killers” (wrongly sourced from
Matthew 27:25, as mentioned earlier), creating a theological excuse for violence.

e The Holocaust marked the culmination of centuries of this hatred in a Christian-majority
continent—shaking even secular Jews’ perception of Christianity’s moral credibility.

For Jews, Christianity is often viewed not merely as a different theology, but as a source of
suffering. Even the language of salvation and mission has, historically, been associated with
trauma.

IMPORTANT TO UNDERSTAND

So, which is it—Jesus or History?

It’s both. But history amplified the theological divide and made reconciliation difficult. Without
the pain of persecution, theological differences might be respected more like philosophical
distinctions. But because those differences were used to justify centuries of oppression, the
result is mistrust.

What Restores Trust?

o Honest education about what really happened.

e Repentance and acknowledgment from Christian leaders and theologians.

o It can begin with - A return to the Jewish roots of Jesus, honoring Him as a first-
century Jewish teacher even when theological views differ.

o Safe interfaith spaces that prioritize respect over conversion.

A Final Reflection
Rabbi Jonathan Sacks once wrote:
“To be a Jew is to remember.”

To many Jews, Christianity is remembered not first as theology—but as a power that harmed.
Until that memory is honored, theological conversation alone will not heal the divide.
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1. Medieval Forced Baptisms and Their Impact on Jewish Identity

During the Middle Ages, Jews were often subjected to forced baptisms, which had profound
effects on their communal and individual identities. For instance, in 612 CE, King Sisebut of
Spain ordered Jews to convert to Christianity or face expulsion. Such coercive measures led to a
loss of Jewish identity and community cohesion. CERCThe New Yorker

e Source: The Church and the Jews in the Middle AgesCERC

Additionally, during the Crusades, there were instances where Jews were forced to convert under
threat of violence. These events further reinforced the association between Christianity and the
erosion of Jewish identity.

e Source: Early Medieval Christian Identity and Anti-JudaismWiley Online Library

2. Post-Holocaust Proselytizing and Jewish Perceptions

In the aftermath of the Holocaust, some Christian groups engaged in proselytizing efforts
directed at Jewish survivors. This was often perceived by the Jewish community as an attempt to
erase their identity and experiences. The trauma of the Holocaust made such efforts particularly
sensitive and controversial.

e Source: Betrayal or Salvation? Religious Conversion During the HolocaustLoyola
Marymount University Newsroom

Furthermore, discussions around the dangers of forced conversion during this period highlight
the deep-seated concerns within the Jewish community regarding the preservation of their
identity.

e Source: On the Danger of Forced ConversionUSHMM Perspectives

3. Contemporary Views on Evangelism and Jewish Identity
Today, many Jews view Christian evangelism with suspicion, often interpreting it as an attempt
to undermine or replace Jewish identity. This perspective is rooted in historical experiences of

forced conversions and proselytizing efforts.

e Source: Jewish Evangelism In Light Of A Negative HistoryChosen People

Some Christian organizations have acknowledged this historical context and advocate for a more
respectful approach to interfaith dialogue. For example, the Lausanne Movement emphasizes the
importance of understanding and sensitivity when engaging with Jewish communities. Lausanne
Movement+1Lausanne Movement+1
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o Source: Jewish Evangelism: A Call to the ChurchLausanne Movement+1Lausanne
Movement+1

2025 Update — Restoration, building bridges
To do the will of our father in heaven
Toward a partnership between Jews and Christians

Summary of the Document

The statement acknowledges the historical tensions and hostilities between Jews and Christians,
particularly highlighting the atrocities of the Holocaust as a culmination of centuries of animosity.
It recognizes the transformative changes in Christian attitudes towards Judaism, especially
following the Second Vatican Council's declaration Nostra Aetate, which repudiated anti-
Semitism and affirmed the enduring covenant between God and the Jewish people.

For key points from the document include: https://www.ayekah.org/

This qualifies our work in building bridges. It is prophetic fulfillment and the will of God
for NOW!
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